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Date(s)
Approx. length | No. of orbits

Mission accomplishments ~ Astronaut 1
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Astronaut’s 1st, 2nd, 3rd mission, etc.

onaut Group 2
“The Mercury 7" New Nine”
(Selected in 1959) Selected in 1962)

Apollo 7

Oct 11-22, 1968

6 days | Lunar voyage

First American mission with three astronauts;

First live TV broadcast from an American spacecraft

Apollo 8

Dec 21-27, 1968

6 days | Lunar voyage

First humans to leave earth orbit and travel to the moon
(10 orbits of the moon were made but no landing occurred)

Apollo 9

Mar 3-7, 1969

10 days | 151 orbits

First flight of the lunar module (although mission occurred in earth orbit);
first docking and internal crew transfer between two manned spacecraft

Apollo 10

May 18-26, 1969

8 days | Lunar voyage

Lunar module was flown within 16 km of the moon but did not land;
highest speed ever attained by a manned vehicle (24,791 mph)

Apollo 11

Jul 16-24, 1969 (Jul 20-21 on moon)

8 days | Lunar voyage
First manned spacecraft to land on the moon;
first and second humans to walk on the moon

Apollo 12

Nov 14-24, 1969 (Nov 19-20 on moon)
10 days | Lunar voyage

Second moon landing; visit made to

the Surveyor 3 unmanned probe

Apolio 13

Apr 11-17, 1970

5 days | Lunar voyage

Was to land on the moon but an emergency return to
earth was made after an oxygen tank exploded en route

Apollo 14

Jan 31-Feb 9, 1971 (Feb 5-6 on moon)
9 days | Lunar voyage

Third moon landing; While on the moon, Shepard
famously hit two golf balls with a makeshift club

Apollo 15

Jul 26-Aug 7, 1971 (Jul 30-Aug 2 on moon)
12 days | Lunar voyage

First J-mission (longer stays on the moon); first use of the
Lunar Roving Vehicle; first spacewalk in deep-space

Apollo 16

Apr 16-27, 1972 (Apr 21-24 on moon)
11 days | Lunar voyage

Second J-mission; first to

land in the lunar highlands

Apollo 17

Dec 7-19, 1972 (Dec 11-14 on moon)
12.5 days | Lunar voyage

Third J-mission; last moon landing; last
manned mission beyond earth orbit
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b Spacecraft call sign
Astr = (if different from mission name)

Presa a bordo dell'’Apollo 8 da Bill Anders, questa immagine iconica mostra la Terra che
spunta da dietro la superficie lunare mentre la prima astronave con equipaggio circumna-
viga la Luna.
Image Credit: NASA - Editor: Yvette Smith apollo0O8_earthrise.jpg

Launch

Dec. 21, 1968; 7:51 a.m. EST
Launch Pad 39A

Saturn-V AS-503

High Bay 1

Mobile Launcher Platform-1
Firing Room 1

Orbit

Altitude: 118.82 miles

Inclination: 32.509 degrees
Orbits: 10 revolutions

g Duration: six days, three hours, 42
seconds

Distance: 579,606.9 miles

¥ Gumdrop

Columbia

Landing

Dec. 27, 1968; 10:52 a.m. EST
Pacific Ocean

= Recovery Ship: USS Yorktown

Kitty Hawk

America

Il successo dei voli precedenti, i problemi
nello sviluppo del modulo lunare e le pre-
occupazioni che I'Unione Sovietica potes-
se essere pronta a lanciare gli astronauti
attorno alla Luna, porto la NASA a modifi-
care il piano di volo, da una missione non
pilotata in orbita attorno alla Terra, ad
un volo con equipaggio attorno alla Luna.
Frank Borman, Jim Lovell e Bill Anders
sono stati 1l primo equipaggio a vola-
re sopra al potente razzo Saturno V,
e il primo equipaggio che ha trascorso 20
ore in orbita attorno alla Luna. La vigilia
di Natale del 1968, |I'equipaggio fece una
lettura memorabile dal Libro della Gene-
Si €, mentre era in orbita, Anders riprese
I"iconica foto di “"Earthrise”.

Equipaggio: Frank Borman, coman-
dante; William A. Anders, pilota del
modulo lunare; James A. Lovell Jr.,
pilota del modulo di comando

Il Comandante Colonnello Frank Borman e al comando mentre dietro lui, il Co-
mandante Pilota del Modulo di Comando James A Lovell Jr., e il Pilota del Modulo
Lunare Maggiore William A. Anders si dirigono verso la piattaforma di lancio per
il primo viaggio intorno alla Luna e il loro primo a bordo del veicolo Saturn V,
sviluppato dal Marshall Space Flight Center della NASA a Huntsville, Ala.

Image Credit: NASA - Edit: Lee Mohon 6972185.jpg
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